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Road Tests the Austin-Healey

The singer ond sport car enthusiast

puts the British import through its paces

BY MEL TORME

FEW months sgn | rewl a rivuil -Lisst
réport on the then oew Auastin.
Healey “1HY aport enr
O e keels of thet report came
similar reviews eomeerning the ear and
penise glowed like o hot ecal bed.
Having owned an MG-TC im 1847,
which wan exchanged for am XRI120
Jag in June of "54, and having experi-
enend the normal woes Lhat every sport
inr owner resigms himasll 1o whes he
piarchases one, I had Lo sl my exes
in dishelief when well-known and wide-
Iy respecied soto authontles hranded
the  AustinHealey higge-proot,t Tauli-
less,” ‘smperh” and ‘preiting to drive”
Al things br'll!.;: egqual, it peeimipd to
g 8 bit prematuce o alinch sa many

wh

lendatory niljeelives 1o n new import
wlime oly proven fealure over n pen
wil of time was jis engipe, the redoobt-
ahle Ausiln B . foar-evlinder ovee-
hend valve powerplaont which bns reapual
far Msell & number of honoms while e
saillng in that equally windicated fnunly
joby, thie Austin M,

Arling upoti the assumpiion that it
[s literally impossible to tell how a
sport car will hold together after hav.
ing roaddested 11 for n mere slny of
iwe, the Editor of Cam Lirn, wha is
from “Missouri’ Hiko oie, psked me o
take my newly delivermd AT om the
randl, drive i 1o my engugements, live
weith the ear for & few mosths amd then
write n rond-Iist peport hased an asage
anal brinl

This 1 did, nnad wheflier you conbem
!|=r|_|_|1 |,||,|,rr|||1l|:||L' one of these halvies or

afe skimply oo anberestel |
think thi felbowing may bo enferisining
ot evrn enliplidening B yan

After baving doven the poor Xuslin
I.-r-.|:|!.- 1n Mew York -||||'|L|.|:. crnEy Wik
repientied  peguesla Tor alelbvrasy <f an
A-H, algee 1§ woem it in Herh
Slhiiners Iniermational  Motor  Sports
Shavw early i kS T wes finally prom.
L] .'|l:|'.l.'l':l:\ Li] & :".‘:l.II‘Ii'II!hrr 15, 'I.:II_'ll
the 156th relled pronnad, boweier, pnde.
dietion was ddower than  anbeipaled
anil mone wos bt he hmd, 0 hail osent
m wile mnl on fo California and
when  the  posibilily  of e livery
arcer, 1 sudidraly horoke oul in & cailed
swcrnt. [ hadd n piebupe of myself sirand-
¢l §m the Asphslt Jungle with g WKy
aal varept by trabm, pHnne, hoat oF
Ilnena,

Soving my prodiennent, Mr, Mellon,

'|i|-|'|1I|:"r,
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Tha wire wheely o Tosmd"s spocicl] job aid chromad but The prodwiien madale
come with painted wie wheals. Mel's ear alie hay as all-alumsaum body Bub the

regulas Awstin-Hesley 1007,

head of Austin in New Yok, aod Pave
izuihaie, their dyvnamic Hitlle public re-
lakioan direeior, cime W my  Descle
Ty wislsl mie vie of the few hand-made
julie that bnd been made especially for
intredgetin o the Amnrioss market,
The war hud boen driven & fow handeed
tivhles mEl was og He w nw o Ll lerie=
e o, A painebdmmes woild Teave 1,
il was the aetmal rar 1 hodl soen many
uemibin before wl the motar show, the
very oo which wan awsrded firsd price
wi e miost hedntifnl mew ajeort one,
inbike the productive models whick
have stewl Fenders, my buggy e all
alamiiiim, which may be an wlvantage
i eagiprtibion, ot could be Crogblbe
poige ko pormel fraflie whers dentad
lemders are an oery f]ﬂ:l' AECUITTTE,
Auilin wingly foresaw this possibility
atid lis reenforced . the lu-ll:r wi thae
jeroduiction model with eneugh alecl to
fiiAke any oncsanter & f:irl.:,.- sale one,

The wire whesls af the profoiyps are
cliromed, wtd alihongh (o sdnte Wiey
bsve proven eomplobely satlefastory to
pie, T omm told ikal Sustin terned ol
the produstion models wilk painied
whre whovls becausn the chrome haid &
brademey 0 fake and ernck whii ex
peeed to wesiber spd Fough drivimg
conlibions, thereby nertasbng the stress
wnd ddaersspimg  the |1.n:1;|:|"|.h of e
w beel,

Furtber prodoction gidiBentbie b
elude o polished aluminum eockpit cowl
triin, ih jlace of chroms that ginres oo
mueh in the aunm; & master electracal
ewiteh, b the trunk, which peaticely
cuts off all electrien] power; & sloel reas
deck Hily sieel hoed lid; an ssh iray
paced betwern the bucket seats [ the
drive ahaft) s four-bladed fan, ond =
Intger rmiliator foF eooling parposs

I fauiak felivary on Eep:rm!.lﬂ 16 nnd
lowked forward oagerly Lo my lone
phich took me from Bew York (o Cin-
vonandh, Trabianageilbia, Cleveland, Dibrali,
Daxton, Dallas, Birmingham and Laos

with a= eys ¥ troflic howdneds, bhey steol fenden

Angeles—7 50 miles that wonld aerve
to- acquainl me with ihe Hnerim sod
fuvibibes of Lhe .|'||,|'I|.lﬂ|-|.i.h'n|l|':r.

Al Pellegrini, my plano-pleying ne-
companisl, merely growled unbotell-
gibly. He vwns nn CHds S8,

W left Kew York and made (eirle
rlull limn on lhe rosd fo Cinemnail,
sl meennal Afty imlles swt 1 begau b
lwar & einnking nwidss b thie 90 rear
widde of the ear, | thiought the tail pipe
iy vofer had e [ocse and made &
tareial note fo bave it ehocked b Ok
thie follovw g day, Bt luskiy T dedn't Tor
gt it We nenrly jpod ebobbenmd the pext
itay, thanks to fthat suppeecdiy leoss
Lkl gl

(hi the way §o Fhe Austin dealer 1:|
Cinelanall | Foretgn Aolo IrnFu.rN
hid 4 pbiap for o red light pat Gn
the hirnkes.

No brakes, Xo noiling

The brake poval went 0o the foor and
sinyed there,

In the meanlioe, wearied and sims
dry bunckes of Thetrokl fron staried
eoring 81 mie gn T rolled jate the middie
afl te fntersection ol 30 mph,

PPellegpring, tm wivé of hie rmen momer s
of pereeplion, had presence of mind
enough ta grab frantically &t e haod

firnks  which prolrodes bielween the
wentn and we did & eute litle half-agin
o mneadam  which wae jost drring
frome w morwing rais snd eame fo n
stogh seapt igehes Froon @ hulkieg brote
of & Packard wlose driver beraied us
ininily,

I turmed (o AL dEal snde, "Thal®s i
ing the oll eve, Kil, Thas ising on
the hall, Boy, Atia fells!™

Pellegring growled again,

We proceeded cautionsly 1o Forclgn
Anto Imports end diseovered what that
oom fil pipee o was snd why we
biad no hrakes,

Thers ta o steel plato welidad 1o anch
side of Lhe box froma in the ronr of the
enr, From each plote extends & bracket
which In turm holids the shock abworher.
The hrackets were, wnfortunaiely, to)
i g0 properly sajport the sliodks, ail
the el rear one linl bvoke, Iraving
the shioek bo datigle wselessly and elaik
arrainet thie Frame.

Apparently the fresswinging shisk
md, md e bl masds 5 complete i
mempnd L lnl!l.ti.l!’l_lu boll ihat kepd il
Fravm Fullbng o entieely and lind shearel
tie Aexilile hywidrnilie brake line, whish
firnkir Thee lmeeedintely pelloved] (geell
af wll the brake Hoil ss guickly s n
secand hawrman®s dooble- rIl.I-' e ke
Arat, Heaoe 60 brakes, What lingha!

I wll Tedrness, [ should reninal vou
ihat ey Austho-llenley wis & =nple
risilel mnel the Awstin peeople ssaire oo
that the fanll was corrected hefore the
|lh||!l||_l|l’1||. Pl R Wi II|||. otk Ehe irnriked
[t fmety Frieids of biome whe have poae
Fliameil '|-I"||-1"':I|'I|r|i| At ifi-Healeve liavs
-'”i-'l'iuilul'!' i 'llpkr -||IlH.rIl||:i'.

At any rule, 1kl the hemebod wplded
wiwd tha brake o repmirsd god dmse
LTI AT |IIIJJI:I|I.I|p|r'|ﬂ:

Az in tarmed out, 1053 AAA champ
®ann Ilanks was b tows. moeeleg tiee
tests for Firestone st the Inslianapoiis
Speedtway. Sem and [ kel bocoms
Ciavaiils wlian | pleed Taly dueling rase
week of lask vonr; snd when e sod Bl
MeCrary of Firastone tvited me iml
o the Briekvard to wilel thye fesis |
jumapesl md ihe offer.

Sext dax ¥ drove the "1HH out to 1he
jintamolh Rivternih Steeel oval Hanks

Tha wimplicity of design s tha Aew
Auifin-Healey i graphically thewn in
thin fromt wlew. Tormes b &t tha wheal




Tarme disvi hiv sleeh boauty 7,588 mmiley eroki-ceuniey in sedes to leoim il of (b Fiee points and lelblei

frwks svime ke ok o0 mend pesarked, speey -
hbively, “That's & eale higy . wou'se
ol Where, Mel, Whint'll alie dof

"Whi slan’t yau fmd aul for veumelf,

Hamt! 1 oeeplimd, e sqgid sker aml
elimbend Gnlo e dreiver’s seat, whils |
mawesl svers We went into ihe firs
turm ol M ol enme opb of B onta i
Binvksteeted) ab 70, Sam put ke neenl.
ermlor down (o the Noopbosrd gd h:r'Iﬂ
b there.

The taeh winl the speddometer Legnn

b #limibs mnd | kept waiting fur hom e
lark ol e josi sal 1liere, edlin sgd
relazin, dlobig 95 8s we Bit the sorib-
wesd lurm wnrl wo woRl ke 6 el st
Wit stnyed that way uniil we reached
the i, wiad we ralled in with Bam
werldiding approvingly and me Tookisge
slizhtly green armiml the gille. (] make
n lomiy passenger )

All i sll, the snr mmde six circuits
arend Lhn Tle-mile vosrse und the eon-
Fislie was Hhial she mn sl wareeEal

Tha deive shofr o the ground-bugglng Austin-Hegley divides ths roemy st

like w pnee enrs Smm sabil o'l driven a
dag piviiml the trick onee amd  bhat
the Auwstin smitckanadled the XK & grenl
10 G s, Haviig ewned hotlh  enrs,
1 vrienr.

Tha  Liyeock:De  Normanville over
e it partbedacly  intrigued the
Fireslone bunch, The key b0 the nnit
ts m mmpla Legele switoh plased eon-
vemiently on fhe duah ot the driver's
fngertig, In weunl city trafMe the swiloh
frmaits in Cmofiaal® posatlon, O lhe
i @f ot -||Irr=|n i exevns of A0 |'||'|'l|l.
(1he sppeed b which the overdrive mrit
takes hold), the togele s in the upper
us foverdrive” posilion,

The grral saviog of gos and wesr apud
iear om yisier onging will make vou Bless
thim it many iimes over,

For instates, in normal ileive Uhe en-
grar s JLOGD rpan, sl @0 mph, In
svirdeivn, the samie B0 mnph, is weenis
plisdivsd ot B0 rers, Likewkss, she®ll do
& “grint-and-grean’ 100 wph. st 5000
labiriiv s i orsial, while svendrive
gele b alome wb 3,780,

The kighest spawl 1 was ghle 1o @f-
imim wna o 8 sirip of excellsnt divided
lighway heiween Tesarkana and Dallns,
wb whieh thse 1 posbsl hee gt 101 mph,
{apeddometer, ol clocked)  and  she
stuvk o the romd like glae,

F hiave n Ferling if o perfect ear wern
piireiited the putomabile companies wanbl
b theown inie o bigger panin than
Mark Tursiny back in "9 gver hoped to
lee. ' wure thnt From the o blest
Cromboy awner. b the s pegend  pos
msar o B T'egmes, nistnal ootes copld
he compared oo the subjeet of “whal’s
wrong  wilh my rar”  Ausbios D ealbey
ey will be no exeeption, and it's pee-
feetly notaral.

For, par 1 thongh she may he, the
Henley 1P s, Tike overy car 1 ever
deove or owned, guilty of & iumber of
piimate had hohita wml & few glaring
faulta

On the tiny sble of the lodger are
Erivin like imwaffivint weather stripp
anil nearly inefectusl brackels fo h
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Detpita the compotinem of the Heoley, the sear compartment slferds plasnty of

ream for luggege and ipare fies, A mouter wwitch in the trenk curs ol all power.

in= eonveriilde lop down. Deslile mak-
ing the ear am jeelsox al nkght, despits
the excellent brater that's provided as
sluiminnd cquipmoend, these brackets kepd
loowming mad  slippleg off the HHitls
knohs which protrude Fram the wind-
chleld, Oip one ocession, with pe wnrm-
ing, boh Biosy hrackels slipped while
T woa doing about 39 snd the wind monr-
Iy ripped ihe top campletely off Lhi car.

Also, the winalshield, whens loweps]
inte @ ‘senithe' pasition for eampetition,
1% weeless, (i tap of hipdering yonr vi-
saany, it offers no protection from the
wind at all, and yon find yourself strug-
gling for beesth if vou drive over
naph.

Uhn lhe mwore serivns wide, the neobor
hest makes the eockpit sbout an hob as
s Morilyn Monros calendar. AL Limes
ile hont ks so unbesrsbils vou bave fa
sftop amd turn the engine off.

The produciion mndels havs some as-
hestos sheeting apponded o atworly gome
of the hopt, but 'vo w fecling Amstin
will hove b0 figore oul semeibing pioss
snibsfactory,

A few more pelntheely animportant
penta wonld roaod ool the abeve, Tl
why carp? The Anstin Talks and Dinali
Henboy are well aware of whal i weoeg
anil wiek of e trouble has bien allevi-
ahisd, s witness the Torcgalie romiments
eartier in this report oe far &s the pros
dirtion mudels arm coneerned,

Your $3,000 mventrent legin to luak
i Pully groeend, Iy the wag, when you take
your ear in for serviciog ot your foesl
dbenter's elablishment. [Inving bad fo
writ my tooth in the Face of summe ol Uss
inanticsl trenlment ever Lo mnr the e
ctileheon of the spoart enr elan whep |
|l-ll| HEF "I“I 'm "Illl"l' L1 II'|.FI'||1‘1| e (1T}
the serviee, ronrtesy, anderstonding and
inferesl T reeedved at the hands of the
varinns Aoatin dealers aronnd the sopg.
by wam indesd gratifyving.

Hollywood Auta Accessnries, [ Austin
dealer in Dayton) servieed my rar with
authority and prompioess, aod s dil
the desler in Indiamapolis.  Lowrencs

Folvey, bead of Falvey Mot which
Tamedles e Awstin Franchioe tn Lieerait,
tan qee o Surbny o disesss the shock
ahsiarher slluntion snd o |u¢|_-| defees
wingibe Bl jmoet afferbive soluflas,

The gold shir winners however, [y
sy shebiels, am Foregn Auta Teipocts
i Uineinnaty wne Clarenes Talley Moo
boirs im Thallsa, John Talley, of tha niter
congert, woald pot bet my car leave the
aliepr matil ok was righl, (lebling i mght
alter the bsig Irip o Devton fook
Wie hetter pard of three woeking daye
amd T was only chameed for that work
whicl was essondial to making e awio
ren properly.

Little bienm which | know [ owould
bwve hovn hilled Tor by other sperd car
Linmalbers were simply mot wentiooed in
¥ bill.. Therd wean m ot of Bt ibeme

Likewie, Bl CVMallion of the ©fn-

dhpintl e startid work on my car an
Momalay morning st 11 o'elock apd fn-
fuband after mdmight. On anoller oees:
wiety, & few weeks later, 1 possed th
Ciney mnd brought the cnr in 00 him
again, He waorked an i moat of tho day
anl part of e evening. (h, ves, onn
more thing, That wis & Swelay. I vou
fhink T gof lhat kind of trestment be-
eataen iy Healey wan the firt thess -
mbe had & ehatce 00 work on ar for any
athimt repedn, you ran just forget il

Bill O'Mallion sunimed it op for all
Hlin mprocies when lie sabl, “So. moch
Hummgge has heen done poblerelstion.
wisr in fhe sporf enr sales and servies
fAedd thal we think ii"s ahowt time the
vubtomers got o fair shake, not only in
the prices we change lor serviclng Lkeir
widieles, bt In our sttitusde fowsnd thent,

“Aferall, A7 bt wann®t for them theoe'dl
b o Forcign Auto [mpeirts of Cinein-
eti mol vur merchandioe shonld b wobd
to thens as plensantly aod sitractively an
any  obher  ptamdanl product on the
Amnerican markot."

Wise words, Bill? | kave & feeling the
vilier largn agemcies ape [evling the
hrunt of auch extraorditnary behavior ms
il 1w st sirprised at all that the
higt powern in Coventry, England, alter
viewiing the benstifol line amld the pod
erath irice of the Aagstin '1H1" lowsred
I-FJI"1FIIH' ofi Lheir preide and foy by $200,

When they ot s beed of the exoellnnt
stevin asd mimsannble prices to be had
ndor the Auatin negis, redical morasiire
will probabfy be takon in thet depart.
ient, if they hope to eompetn suecesn.
Fully with the Austin produet.

Hey, P'm starting to sosud like fhose
enthstails [ wentioned sl the beginnine
of Uris articls, but | can't help mysolf!
U wm wolil | Nine wicelos mpul pearly 5,000
mifles luler; | am more tham willing Lo
ailimiit that the Austindlealey 10 s
Firitain's heat by ! i

A mowtmlgle remindes of the worly doyn of melering, with goreges bow and |
bebwean, W thli rother complete kit of fine teals which comanr with ihe l:uh:
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From: Editorgary@aol.com

Date: Mon, 30 Jul 2007 11:31:27 EDT
To: healeys@autox.team.net
Subject: [Healeys] two Questions, one answered

Thanks to everyone who referred me to the Torme article in Sports Car Life, including references to an online scan, and even a
place to buy a copy of the issue of that magazine.

However, no one rose to the second question, not even Pat Quinn who introduced me to the one example I've ever seen of the
limited-production rally Healeys built to commemorate Pat Moss's win on the Liege Rally. Does ANYONE know ANYTHING
about these cars?

Cheers, --Gary

Date: Sun, 29 Jul 2007 21:08:06 -0500
From: "Alan Seigrist" <healey.nut@gmail.com>
To: Editorgary@aol.com, healeys@autox.team.net

Subject: Re: [Healeys] Two Questions for the group
Gary - As a fan of both Mel Torme and Healeys (both, strangely, before my time - I am 41), I have the original article and
magazine at home. I am happy to scan and send to you tonight.

Best, --Alan

From: "Jim Lesher" <cleona44@hotmail.com>

To: Editorgary@aol.com, healeys@autox.team.net
Date: Sun, 29 Jul 2007 21:43:15 -0400

Subject: Re: [Healeys] Two Questions for the group

Gary - the answer to question 2 the Mel Torme test is reviewed in Car Life, June 1954 issue, pp 64 to 67 - some nice period
photos, including the tool kit, also back cover has a color of the 100 with Mel.I hope that helps with your needs.

--jim lesher

Date: Mon, 30 Jul 2007 11:26:15 -0400 (EDT)
From: "J. Scott Morris" <jstmorris@yahoo.com>
Subject: Re: [Healeys] Two Questions for the group
To: Editorgary@aol.com, healeys@autox.team.net

Hi Gary; Inregards to your second question, the Mel Torme Austin Healey 100 road test was in Car Life, June 1954. A copy
is available for purchase at:

http://www.abebooks.com/servlet/BookDetailsPL.?bi=697846502 &searchurl=vcatn%3DCars%252C%2BTrucks%252C
%2BRacing%26vci%3D2980386%26vcat%3D4069282

If you wish to review a copy online, check out http://home.san.rr.com/fsheff/oldpapr2.htm but disregard the quoted "May" date.

--Scott Morris, Simcoe, Ontario, Canada; '60 Mkl BN7, '62 MkII BT7 - Keep Smiling, Murphy Lives
Editorgary@aol.com wrote: << I've recently bumped into two questions that perhaps someone in the group has a ... ... >>

From: Editorgary@aol.com

Date: Sun, 29 Jul 2007 20:38:02 EDT

To: healeys@autox.team.net

Subject: [Healeys] Two Questions for the group

I've recently bumped into two questions that perhaps someone in the group has a reference from which to answer:

1. Does anyone know how many of the commemorative Liege Healeys that were produced after Pat Moss's win in that long-
distance rally? I remember seeing one in the metal in Australia, complete with hardtop and Liege decal on the window many
years ago, and remember seeing the brochure on the car, but have never seen anything else on these cars. Details, anyone?

2. Can anyone give me the reference to the Mel Torme road test of the 100? I've gotten a line on some new info on that and
would like to find the original article.

Thanks, --Gary



