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love it here — constantly beautiful. Did
so enjoy living in Auburndale the past
five years — watching the College and
town grow.

Frances Lake Gray describes herself as
“a first-class taxi driver. Living in the
country certainly demands a lot of driving.
Cardi, our_six-year-old, is a first grader;
Christian, five, attends morning sessions at
the kindergarten, and Karen, three, is an
expert back seat driver.”

Marcia_Landick Desmond is “happy to
be back in New England and in our old
home town (8 Richards Road, Beverly,
Mass.). Fred is now president of DESCO
Electronics of Beverly. Betsy is nearly
cight; Mack, an independent four-year-old "

From Nancy Noble Ehrman: "We have
moved again! This time to sunny Cali-
fornia. where my husband will be general
manager of the Hambro Automotive Corp.
Los Angeles division.” Nancy's new ad-
dress is 28182 Palos Verdes Drive Fast.
Rolling Hills, Calif.

For Marjoric Ross Lawrence “the sum-
mer of ‘61 was devoted almost entircly to
20lf. "Twas well worth it though — won
the President’s Trophy and club cham-
pionship at the Warwick (N.Y.) Valley
Country Club.*

Meriam Rainey Phillips has joined the
faculty of the Mootestown (N.J.) Friends’
School for the 1962-63 school year.

Sincere thanks to Gloria Galley Long
bons for sending Sally Shafer's present
address Sally is now living at the Arling-
ton Towers. T-229, Arlington, Va.

Other new addresses
Jane Anderson Jaenike x-'47: 52 Heather-
hurst Drive, Pittsford. N.Y. Virginix
Beech Clark x'47: 18 St. Mary's Lane,
Norwalk, Conn. Marion Burt x-47: 62
Pelham Street, Milford, Conn, Nancy Jane
Clatke Choromokos: 567 Nosth Lith St.,
TLaramie. Wyo. Grace Read Duecker: 420
E 6ith St, New York, N.Y. Helen Wide-
nor Bailey: §104 Broad Creck Dr., Wash-
ington 22, D.C.

include:  Betty

1948

Bervr N. GROFF, Secretary
Box 1853, San Francisco 1, Calif.

Mgs. Cuvpe T. Burcaes, Jr.
(Miriam Day), Assistant
605% Milwaukee Avenue, Dunedin, Ela.

Notes from Berry:

Vacationed in Hong Kang in November
and FOUND Helen Wei Chun (Mrs. Ken-
neth), /o Malayan Insurance Co., Inc,,
R, 703/4 The Chartered Bank Bldg., 4-44
Des Voeux Road, C.. Hong Kong, B.CC.

Karen was horn in 1950, Harland in 1953,
and Audrey in 1956. Helea promises to
send a picture of all for the Leavs.

Helen gave a new address for Mabel
Ede Kwok who also lives in Hong Kong:
‘Boutique Caprice”, (Mabel's shop). 129
Far East Mansion, Kowloon, Hong Kong

Rosada Marston Cole and husband an-
nounced the arrival of an adopted son,
Richard Marston. Richard was boa Sep-
tember 3, 1961 and arrived at the Cole
home on October dth.

Frieda Alexander who is assistant editor
of “Skating Magazine”. official magazine of
the US. and Canadian Figure Skating As-
sociation, dropped a line recently.

Dorothy Azadian McKinnon and family
spent part of the summertime in San Fran-
cisco while husband, Al served as visiting
minister at one of the Preshyterian
Churches, They had 4 wonderful month,
ind Berry joined them one day on a motor
trip to Carmel.

An enthusiastic July letter from Bubbles
Davenpore Weidmann reads: “Bud. _the
children. and T have been touing the US
We've had a marvelous trip so far — edu-
cational for all. Visited Alyce Stone San-
ders in Springfield, Ohio, and Bud's sister
in Oklshoma City. Went to the Painted
Desert, Petrified Forest, Grand Canyon and
Hoover Dam. Called Bachara Noyes
Walsh in Phoenix. We stayed in Las
Vegas one night and then went on to Dis-
neyland and Knott's Berry Farm, San Juan
Capistrano Mission and the beach area
Then _through Hollywood and Beverly
Hills before starting north to Sequoia Na-
tional Park, Fresno, Yosemite. Came home
via Reno. Yellowstone and Salt Lake City
The children have been very good and
enjoyed the trip too — even Mary Ellen
who is three.”

Mike Hires seads a postcard from Bos-
ton: “I suddenly found mysclf here. Just
no place like it in the fall

Nancy O'Rourke Trevisan loves Sagi-
naw, Michigan — “Hope we park for
awhile — 7 moves in 7 years is too much.
Have taken up golf and adore it"

Batbara Rymer Cole vacationed in her
former home town in Groton, Connecticut,
in July with her daughter, Pam.

Gini Hall Anderson sends word of 4
new son to her family, Bartlett Winslow,
born December 18, 1960, brought home
January 24, 1961. Gini writes of all kinds
Of activity. She attended Orange Coast
College one day a week for two years,
taking their furniture refinishing course —
did several pieces in antique white with
zold. At the same time, she was golfing
one day a weck with a Ladies Club and
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ALBERT EDWARD BIRT
SPECIAL TO THE NEW YORK TIMES

MAY 16, 1964 

YORBA LINDA, Calif., May 15—Albert Edward Birt, former president of the Hambro Auto​motive Corporation in New York, died here yesterday. He was 53 years old.  A native of England, he moved to California last Octo​ber. His concern represents the British Motor Corporation in the United States.  Surviving are his widow, Mrs. Ivy Birt; a son, Tony, two sisters, a brother and two grandchildren.



Hambro was three different companies
By Gus Ehrman; president of Hambro 

The original Hambro (subsidiary of Hambros Bank) handled all sorts of merchandise including English Woolens, Rolls Royce Cars, and other U.K. products when the U.K. Treasury was trying to sell anything for Dollars. 
When the Austin/Nuffield merger occurred, the question came up as to whether the existing U.S. Austin operation or Hambro Distributors should be the survivor.  Austin had a full operation over here with sales and service representation and two parts warehouses. However they were losing a lot of money. Hambro worked out of 57th Street, with six of us doing whatever needed to be done. No specific service representation, although we had a couple factory types floating around, and certainly no parts department. Hambro persuaded BMC to let us take over the total operation, and we brought all the Austin staff aboard, and of course took over the two warehouses. As result the company was renamed Hambro Automotive Corp. 
The third Hambro came about when we took over Gough Industries in Los Angeles in 1961, and called that unit Hambro Distributors. In 1962/63 (?) BMC, took back the BMC franchise, and as they had no money with which to pay Hambro, formed a company called BMC/Hambro, which lasted until 1969, when it became British Leyland Motors. This company moved to Ridgefield, NJ in 1963. However when BMC/Hambro was created, Hambro Distributors was not part of the package. 
For various Tax and legal reasons Hambro Automotive, was folded into Hambro Distributors, which continued as an individual Distributor until sold to Kjell Qvale in September of 1964. I always explained that move as "they killed the father, but the son stayed alive". 
Hambro Distributors existed, purely for tax and legal reasons until 1969, and you may be aware that I was president of this company from 1963 until the final audit. As I was also president of J.S. Inskip at this time, we had moved all the pertinent paperwork back to New York, and I had an office with our CPA on Wall Street. As far as I know, Hambros Bank still exists in London. This is probably more than you expected, but I sort of got carried away with history. Gus. 
 [Gus Ehrman; president of Hambro and a distributor/dealer during period of the 1940s through the last of MGs in N.A. –jsm]
See: C:\My Documents\Scott's Stuff\British Cars\History\Dealers\Distributors.doc


Hambro Automotive Corp. v. United States, 603 F.2d 850, 854 (CCPA 1979)
AUTO PRESTIGE Conspicuous Consumption Is Waning
Time,  Monday, Mar. 31, 1958

http://www.time.com/time/magazine/article/0,9171,937572-1,00.html
THE first real casualty of the current recession may well be the middle-priced automobile. For years it not only provided transportation for the middle class but was a firm steppingstone on the stratified pyramid of personal material progress. From a Ford, Chevrolet or Plymouth, the buyer progressed to a Pontiac, Buick, De Soto or Oldsmobile, all the while hoping for, and perhaps eventually achieving, a Chrysler, Lincoln or Cadillac. 

But the steppingstone is no longer attractive-or necessary-to most Americans. Sales of middle-priced cars have declined from 37% of the market in 1955 to 29% last year-and their production decline this year has been phenomenal. Middle-priced car production so far in 1958 is down 51% from the same period last year, far more than other sections of the industry. Production of Oldsmobile has dropped 44%; Buick, which was once in third place, 40%; De Soto 77%; Mercury 64%; Pontiac 31%; Dodge 70%. Ford's middle-priced Edsel, brought onto the market last year, is a flop. 

The decline in popularity of the middle-priced car parallels the decline in prestige buying, once one of the big forces behind U.S. auto sales. Americans have found many other sources of prestige and enjoyment, e.g., homes, boats, foreign travel, family vacations, summer houses in the country, etc. To the evidence that conspicuous consumption—as typified by the bigger auto—is waning in the U.S., Harvard Economist Sumner Slichter adds his voice: "Having stocked themselves up for the past ten years with cars, people have been shifting their expenditures to other things."

The real drop of the middle-priced car has been brought about by Detroit itself. Until the 19403, the low-priced three—Ford, Chevrolet and Plymouth —manufactured cheap, compact cars meant chiefly for transportation. As demand grew for wider and longer cars with more room and comfort, Detroit changed the once small cars into big ones. From 1938 to date, Chevrolet has grown two feet overall; Ford has grown four feet since 1928. Both are now bigger than the Pontiac, Packard or Oldsmobile of ten years ago. 

The difference in quality and comfort between low-priced and high-priced cars narrowed. Cheaper cars picked up more horsepower (Chevrolet offers 280 h.p. today, about the same as the 1955 Cadillac). Once major mechanical improvements were the exclusive property of more expensive autos, e.g., Oldsmobile's automatic shift; now lower-priced models have all of them. Among the lower-priced cars, it is the highest-priced models that are doing best. Ford sales are down, but its Thunderbird and Fairlane are selling best—to many people who a few years ago would have bought a middle-priced car. Sales of Chevrolet are neck-and-neck with 1957, with the biggest sellers its most expensive models, including the Impala.

Prestige buying still helps the sale of small foreign cars. Foreign-car purchasers often give lower operating costs as the reason for buying. But Detroit surveys show that most foreign-car buyers have higher incomes than the national average, could afford to buy a bigger U.S. car. Says Ronald Saracco, sales manager of Manhattan's Fine Cars Inc.: "A sort of reverse appeal has now given more prestige to the small foreign car." While all U.S. car sales are down about 25% this year, sales of small foreign cars reached 200,000 last year, a gain of 110% over 1956, and they are expected to continue rising in 1958. Detroit automakers do not believe that there is a big U.S. market for small cars, consider their popularity a fad that is about at its peak. Some foreign-car dealers agree. Says Albert E. Birt, president of Manhattan's Hambro Automotive Corp., which sold 24,000 British cars in the U.S. last year: "The imported-car market might increase to 300,000, but I can't believe it will go beyond that." 

Does the popularity of foreign cars, plus the upgrading of Ford, Chevrolet and Plymouth, leave an opening for a U.S.-made small car? Automakers say that the potential market would have to reach at least 500,000 before they would consider producing one. They have solid evidence that a small U.S. car would cost little less than present low-priced U.S. models, since the cost of labor, advertising and marketing would be the same. They also point out that the U.S. buyer can already buy a low-priced U.S. model with no accessories for only a little more than a foreign car. 

For such reasons, the small-car boom worries Detroit less than the decline of the middle-priced car. Since its beginning, the U.S. auto industry has narrowed from more than 2,000 different automobiles to 17 makes turned out by five major companies that produce 96% of all cars sold in the U.S. In the future, many of the overlapping models produced by the big five may also disappear.

The Question: What Is The Appeal Of The Sports Car And What Is Its Future In American Life?

Sports Illustrated 
Jimmy Jemail  July 30, 1956   http://vault.sportsillustrated.cnn.com/vault/article/magazine/MAG1131905/index.htm
A. E. BIRT , President 
Hambro Automotive Corp. 
Special features like distinctive design, high performance, durability and ease of handling, which are basic in MGA and Austin-Healey, appeal to Americans who prefer to drive rather than ride in a motorcar. Sales will continue to increase over the years as more Americans test our cars.

TOM CASE , Thunderbird planning manager 
Ford Motor Co. 
The sports car makes you feel young and is fun to drive, particularly when performance is combined with comfort and power conveniences. Ford's success with the Thunderbird proves there is a market for a highly styled personal car that has superior performance and handling ability.

SIR WILLIAM LYONS , Chairman and managing director 
Jaguar Cars, Ltd. 
They have a variety of appeals. Some so admire the dashing lines that they almost feel they are "wearing" it at the wheel. Others revel in the virile performance. So many Americans are buying them as their second vehicle that sports cars will occupy an important role in the American scene.

THOMAS H. KEATING , Group executive 
General Motors 
It's a new adventure in motoring. In pioneering the American sports car, Corvette proves that the spirit of adventure still exists. The sports car is a serious form of transportation, just as the roadster of the 1920s and the convertible of today. It's the modern way of going places.

J. S. INSKIP , Rolls-Royce and Bentley distributor in the U.S. 
First, eye appeal. Second, a superior driving experience. The sports car takes corners and does a lot of things no other vehicle does. Once you've experienced this drive, you must have it. Eventually, this type of car will be as popular in America as it is in Europe now.

HAROLD E. CHURCHILL , General manager 
Studebaker Division - Studebaker-Packard 
Key to widespread ownership is in making available family-size sports cars with a back and front seat that will carry five passengers, like the Hawk. We see a rapidly advancing number of purchasers. Soon, all the major automobile producers will present a choice in this field.

CHARLES BUCHET DU CAUWET , Citroën distributor , Paris and New York 
In America, the stock car is becoming a necessity, a part of daily living. One wants to get out of his habits and buy something different. The sports car gives a feeling of real ownership just as automobiles did when few families owned them. That's the appeal.

S. H. ARNOLT , President 
S. H. Arnolt Inc. 
Its appeal lies in meticulous workmanship, excellent roadability, more performance per horsepower and distinctiveness, which attract discriminating buyers. Although the sports car won't supplant the conventional automobile, it is here to stay; and its sales and popularity will increase.

SIR WILLIAM ROOTES , Board chairman 
Rootes Motors 
The appeal is similar to the horse appeal for the smart set. There are two sports cars, the semiracing car and the touring car with sports car performance. The first appeals to young blood—university men and sporting girls; the second, to older men like me. We've barely touched the market.

ROBERT LAMAISON , Export manager 
Renault 
The appeal is for the nonconformist. People may call him a snob, but it's not that. He needs excitement. He wants to get out of that blue serge suit. This also applies to women. The future of the sports car in America rests with them. They are buying more sports cars every year.

M. E. HOFFMAN , Distributor 
Porsche 
The appeal is in its sports appearance, ease of handling, performance and readability. The future? I started the sports car business in America and have watched it grow to where I have 400 dealers. It's no longer a question of selling: it's getting enough cars to meet the demand.

W. J. R. WARREN , Director of export sales 
Standard Triumph Motors 
It's not just rolling, as in big cars. You are motoring again. The appeal is much greater than Americans realize. Every mile is a real thrill. Executives try sports cars and become avid fans. The American car potential is 50,000,000 units. Whatever we sow in this market we will reap.

HARRIET EMERSON , Concert violinist 
When you're built Texas size like I am, you want comfort. A friend tried to impress me with his new sports car. I sat on the end of my spine with my chin resting on my knees. Not only did I look foolish but my spine took a beating. I'll take the family Ford or Chevvy any time. 


Gus Ehrman /  Hambro / J.S. Inskip
	Lew Palmer, Minnesota, USA, lpalmer@roundaboutmanor.com 

Hi!  The things that go on without your knowing about them!
Lew, and Robert,  
Thank you for your kind words about Mr MG. I was also, for a short while, employed by Continental Cars Distributor, St Louis MO their Port of entry was New Orleans, and I was the Service Representative so I visited it often.
Enever is no longer with us - Or I made a big mistake by writing an Obituary for him back in the '80s! This was just for our local club, and I zapped a copy to Pop, his comment was that I had written what he should have done, but could not at the time.
Octagonal good motoring to you all
Peter 
[ Peter Thornley's ( son of John Thornley) book "Mr. MG". –jsm ]


	

	Posted 08 September 2004 at 17:53:32 UK time
Robert Mueller, Germany, mail@automobilia.de 

Lew,  thank you for your reference of the book "Mr.MG". I ordered it at Amazon some days after your reply. It was now my holiday reading. I read it with great pleasure. Very interesting things about an interesting man, wrote by a guy who has of course so direct informations and experiences.  Peter Thornley, thank you for this document!-
Syd Enever? Are you this Syd Enever, everybody knows? You are still alive? Sorry about this question! I wonder that there are very few words about you in the "Mr. MG" book.
Cheers, Robert 


	Posted 22 August 2004 at 01:49:55 UK time
Lew Palmer, Minnesota, USA, lpalmer@roundaboutmanor.com 

I'll be seeing Gus at Watkins Glen, NY in a couple of weeks. He'll be there to help celebrate the 50th anniversary of the Collier Cup, of which he was the first winner in 1954.
Cheers,  Lew Palmer 


	Posted 12 August 2004 at 21:33:49 UK time
Syd Enever, Oxon 

Great to see Gus is still hale and hearty. When he heard about this, my good friend David Knowles asked me to send his regards to Gus ... David interviewed Gus a few years back in London. 


	Posted 03 August 2004 at 18:12:31 UK time
Robert Mueller, Germany, mail@automobilia.de 

Lew, please say "thank you" to Gus for his really comprehensive explanation of a extremely confusing situation!  Of course it is much more than I expected & much more than I've known from the books. Lew, thank you very much for your competent help.
Cheers,  Robert 


	Posted 03 August 2004 at 00:37:58 UK time
Lew Palmer, Minnesota, USA, lpalmer@roundaboutmanor.com 

  Robert, I'm sure there is no paperwork remaining. After all, it has been nearly a quarter century since trading stopped.  Anyway, here is Gus' answer:
  No, the cars were shipped from various ports in the U.K to several different ports in the U.S.  That was one of the problems that we had with the U.S. Customs.  Originally we paid factory costs and added an interest charge to this until delivery, and payment by the Distributer. This constantly resulted in different prices depending on the delivery time differential, and therefore different "first" sale cost to the Distributors.  As the customs was based on this "first sale' price, we never knew what any shipment final cost might be. We therefore came up with a fixed price, allowing for shipment history, and got away from the variations. 
  Hambro was three different companies. 
  The original Hambro (subsidiary of Hambros Bank) handled all sorts of merchandise including English Woolens, Rolls Royce Cars, and other U.K. products when the U.K. Treasury was trying to sell anything for Dollars. 
  When the Austin/Nuffield merger occurred, The question came up as to whether the existing U.S. Austin operation or Hambro Distributors should be the survivor.  Austin had a full operation over here with sales and service representation and two parts warehouses. However they were losing a lot of money. Hambro worked out of 57th Street, with six of us doing whatever needed to be done. No specific service representation, although we ha a couple factory types floating around, and certainly no parts department. Hambro persuaded BMC to let us take over the total operation, and we brought all the Austin staff aboard, and of course took over the two warehouses. As result the company was renamed Hambro Automotive Corp. 
  The third Hambro came about when we took over Gough Industries in Los Angeles in 1961, and called that unit Hambro Distributors. In 1962/63 (?) BMC, took back the BMC franchise, and as they had no money with which to pay Hambro, formed a company called BMC/Hambro, which lasted until 1969, when it became British Leyland Motors. This company moved to Ridgefield, NJ in 1963. However when BMC/Hambro was created, Hambro Distributors was not part of the package. For various Tax and legal reasons Hambro Automotive, was folded into Hambro Distributors, which continued as an individual Distributor until sold to Kjell Qvale in September of 1964. I always explained that move as "they killed the father, but the son stayed alive". 
  Hambro Distributors existed, purely for tax and legal reasons until 1969, and you may be aware that I was president of this company from 1963 until the final audit. 
  As I was also president of J.S. Inskip at this time, we had moved all the pertinent paperwork back to New York, and I had an office with our CPA on Wall Street. As far as I know, Hambros Bank, still exists in London. This is probably more than you expected, but I sort of got carried away with history. 
  Gus. 
[Gus Ehrman - president of Hambro & a distributor/dealer during period of 1940s through last of MGs in North America –jsm]


	Posted 02 August 2004 at 17:58:01 UK time
Robert Mueller, Germany, mail@automobilia.de 

Lew,  your answer sounds great. Of course this person is the one to ask! I'm anxious for his information. Maybe you can also ask him if there are any shipping documents left. In the meantime I got a picture of such a document. It is titled with "HAMBRO" and shows the serial number, the engine number (!) of the described MGA, the dealer destination in the U.S.A. and the suggested retail price. More information that any Heritage Certificate! If you are interested in this picture, please let me know. I will e mail it to you. 

Many thanks in advance,  Robert 


	Posted 02 August 2004 at 01:54:34 UK time
Lew Palmer, Minnesota, USA, lpalmer@roundaboutmanor.com 

Robert,  I am occasionally in touch with Gus Ehrman who was the president of Hambro and a distributor/dealer during the period of the 1940s through the last of MGs in North America. I'll forward your queries to him.
See also a write up of Gus and his relationship to MGs and John Thornley in John's son Peter's book "Mr. MG".
Cheers,  Lew Palmer 


	Posted 21 July 2004 at 21:04:46 UK time
Robert Mueller, Germany, mail@automobilia.de 

I'm interested in the journey the MGs made after they left the factory in Abingdon.  

Did the US cars alway left England from Southhampton?
I know that Hambro Automotive Corporation in New York was the former importer of MG cars in the United States. They were located at 27 West, 57th Street. Does anybody, maybe from the NY area, know if the Hambro Corporation is existing anymore? Maybe at the same address?
My third question: Has anybody an idea in which U.S. harbour cities the MG cars arrived after their journey over the sea? Only in New York or were there other destinations?
Many thanks from Germany for your answers.
Robert 



Source: http://www2.mgcars.org.uk/cgi-bin/gen5?runprog=mgbbs&mode=archiveth&archiveyear=81_2005.dat&access=30816570107008&subject=81&subjectar=81&source=T&thread=2004072121044610848 



Gus Ehrman - MG's Man in America
Gus Ehrman was much more than a racer. In fact, he could be credited with MG's early success in America. A Spitfire and Tempest pilot in World War II, Ehrman was stationed in Germany after the war, as officer-in-charge of safety and maintenance of the RAF's fleet of automobiles. Soon after the war, though, he figured that the future was brighter on the other side of the Atlantic. 

He began working for an MG distributor as soon as he arrived in Canada. Just a short time later, he found a willing investor and opened Master Motors in Greenwich, Connecticut, selling Austin, Hillman, Jaguar and MG cars. Later, he took over a Rootes dealership in Boston. 

In the ensuing years, Ehrman was involved with nearly every company that had success importing British sports cars to the U.S. In 1956, Ehrman became the national sales manager for the MG line. Eventually, Ehrman went on to become the president of Hambro Automotive, the main distributor of MG products in the U.S. 

But as enthusiastic a salesperson as he was, Ehrman was a racer, too. He won over 200 trophies in his racing career, including the first Collier Cup at Watkins Glen.  Ehrman and Fred Allen were the pilots of the MG Sport Speciale when it crossed the finish line in 11th place at Sebring in 1954. 

Ironically, the next time Ehrman set eyes on the Sport Speciale, it was at the 2005 Amelia Island Concours. As he had been for many years, he was judging Rolls-Royces, but stumbled on the Sport Speciale by accident. "I climbed underneath it to try and figure out if it was the same car I drove. One of the others had a Mercedes 190 rear axle, and I was looking to see if this was it," he says. It wasn't, and Ehrman immediately recognized that this was the car he'd driven 50 years prior. 

Jason Wenig remembers his concern at seeing someone climbing all over the car he'd spent so much time and effort restoring. "I couldn't figure out what this guy was doing, so I asked him. He said 'This is my car.' I asked him what he was talking about, and when he told me who he was, I was in shock," says Wenig. 

"It was more than 50 years ago," says Ehrman from his home on Amelia Island in Florida, when we asked about what it was like to drive the car in competition. "I honestly don't remember much about driving the car. I do remember that it was much lighter than a stock-bodied TD." 

This article originally appeared in the SEPTEMBER 1, 2006 issue of Hemmings Sports & Exotic Car.
http://www.hemmings.com/hsx/stories/2006/09/01/hmn_feature18.html 
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