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We tend to forget that our British sports cars were built and assembled with the assistance of a host of contractors and subcontractors who supplied a wide range of parts and services to make manufacturing the vehicles possible. 

In some instances the suppliers were owned or controlled by larger entities, such as Pressed Steel after the BMH merger but in other cases the work was done by independents. One such company was John Thompson Motor Pressings of Wolverhampton that started out building cowlings for Sopwith Camels during World War I before then making a name for itself building frames for Rolls-Royce and Rover. 

John Thompson built most of the Austin-Healey frames, among others, and was part of the British auto industry through to the bitter end.

[image: image1.jpg]Ow % 1% THE ENGINEER

Where STRENGTH
and
LIGHTNESS
combine

Like the industrious ant, a John Thompson
transport presting is called upon to
bear loads and stresses several times

its own weight. With skill, technical knowledge
and unique experience, John Thompson specialists
design pressings that produce maximum resistance to
shock and stress, with 3 minimum thickness of mecal,
This economy enables John Thompion to produce
pressings to extremely accurate dimensions,

with similar economy in cost.

For the past 50 years John Thompson have supplied
pressings and components for motor and commercial
vehicle and transport purposes to al leading
manufacturers in the transportation industries.
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Mechanical and _hydraulic
press capacity from 10 to |
D\, 3,000 tons.
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British Cars and their Chassis Frames: |

L]
AAIIS‘III-“eale“v—Hm chassis frame of the Austin-Healey 100 is

manufactured by John Thompson Motor Pressings Ltd. This frame has a number of interesting
features, notably the carbon arc welded box section of the main members, the fabricated front
suspension members and the composite construction of frame. outriggers and floor panels which are
designed to integrate with the body frame and scuttle, thus achieving the required structural rigidity.
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