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Date Event Drivers Car Results
April 1950 | Mille Miglia, D. Healey “Silverstone’ | 9th class
Tealy G. Healey Prototype | 177¢h overall
June 1950 | Le Mans D. Hamilton “Silverstone’ | 3rd class
24 Hour Race, Al Role Prototype | 4th overall
France (14)
April 1951 | Mille Miglia, D. Healey Standard body | 4th class
ealy G. Healey (406) 30th overall
May 1951 | BRD.C.Prod. | A.Rolt Standard body | 6th overall
Car Race,
Silverstone
June 1951 | British Empire | R. Parnell Standard body | Retired
Trophy, 1.O.M. 6)
June 1951 | Le Mans D. Hamilton Coupé. 4th class
24 Hour Race, Al Rolt prototype | 6ch overall
France 9
May 1952 | Mille Miglia, D. Healey Coupé. Crashed
raly G. Healey prototype
(550)
L. Johnson 4¢h class
W. McKenzie 7th overall
June 1952 | Le Mans L. Johnson Coupé. It class.
24 Hour Race, . Wisdom prototype | 3rd overall
France ‘modified It British
s open 2nd Index
(10)
G.Cabantous | ‘Silverstone’ | Retired
P. Veyron Prototype
July 1952 | Alpine Rally, E. Wadsworth Crashed
France
May 1953 | Mille Miglia, 3. Fitch Special body | Retired
taly ~Willday (540)
June 1953 | Le Mans L. Johnson Teh overall
24 Hour Race, H. Hadley 4ch Index
France
G. Cabantous Retired
P. Veyron
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4.1-litre Nash engine, was driven by
John Fitch in the 1953 Mille Miglia

and was probably the largest and
most powerful Healey ever built

Healey team returned home knowing that
they had achieved the marque’s greatest
racing success to date.

NASH-HEALEYS IN PRODUCTION

‘The combination of Nash power unit and
Healey chassis had now been successfully
tested in the Mille Miglia and at the Le
Mans, the world’s most gruelling road and
track events for sports cars. The time had
come for series production, so, towards
the end of summer 1950, production of the
Riley-engined Healeys ceased and the en-
tire resources of the Warwick factory were
set to building the nmew Nash-Healeys.
This 100 per cent export and dollar-earning
production was a move which made the
Company unique in the history of the
British motor industry, and the Nash-
Healey was the first British car to be spon-
sored by an American manufacturer since
the mid 1920s.

The new model made its debut at the
London and Paris Motor Shows in Oct-
ober 1950, appearing for the first time in
the States at the Chicago Show in Febru-
ary 1951, The British-built body was a
striking new design with unusual three-
abreast seating on a single bench-type seat.
Incorporated in the styling were the Nash
radiator grille, headlamps, bumpers and
other embellishments which were shipped
over from the States with the Nash mechani-
cal components. The complete car weighed
21} cwt. (around 3 cwt. more than the
‘Silverstone’), but with 3.8 litres under the
bonnet the new Healey was a brisk per-
former with a top speed around 110 m.p.h.
and a 0-60 m.p.h. acceleration time of
9% secs. British sports car enthusiasts saw
the car for the first time at the 1950 Motor
Show and expressed dislike of only one
feature; that was the ‘Export Only’ ticket
on the windscreen!

With full order books and a steady flow
of new cars being despatched to the States
at the rate of 10 cars per week, Donald
Healey concentrated his competition pro-
gramme on works-supported entries for the
two events in which the Nash-Healey
prototypes had exhibited such promise,
the Mille Miglia and 24 Hour Race at
Le Mans.

First appearance of a production-bodied
Nash-Healey was in the 1951 Mille Miglia,
run over a shortened course of 970 miles
from Brescia to the Adriatic coast, down
to Rome, north across the Apennines and
back to Brescia. Donald and Geoffrey

10

Healey were paired for their fourth Mille
Miglia with the marque, one of eight
British crews in an entry of over 300 cars.

Torrential rainstorms, traditional Mille
Miglia weather, washed the Italian highways
and mountain tracks into a deplorable
state, making it even tougher for the British

crews to compete on level terms with the
local drivers. The Healey was unable to
‘match the performance of the class-winning
Aston Martin and the fastest of the Italian-
entered Ferraris but after a consistent
15-hour drive, Donald and Geoffrey
Healey returned to Brescia fourth in their

Specification:

Production period: October 1950 to
early 1954.

Main Dimensions:
Wheelbase: 8 t. 6 ins.
Track: 4 ft. 8 ins. front, 4 . S ins. rear.
Overall length: 14 ft. 6 ins.
s width: S ft. 6 ins.
w  height: 4 Tt. 6 ins.
Ground clearance: 6 ins.
Unladen weight: 21} cwt.

Engine:
(pre February 1952)

Nash 6-cylinder o.h.v., 85.72x111.1
mm. (3848 c.c). Twin S.U. H.6 car-
buretters, 6-volt coil and battery ig-
nition. 125 b.h.p. at 4,000 r.p.m.
‘Compression ratio 8.1 to 1.

(post February 1952)

Nash 6-cylinder o.h.v., 88.9x111.1
mm. (4138 cc.). Twin Carter horiz.
carburetters, 12-volt coil and battery
ignition. 135 b.hp. at 4,000 r.p.m.
Compression ratio 8.25 to 1.

Transmission:
Borg and Beck single dry-plate clutch.

Nash-Healey

Three-speed Nash gearbox with Borg
Warner overdrive on second and top.
Nash torque tube shaft, hypoid final
drive.

Brakes:

Bendix duo-servo hydraulic.

Suspension:

Front: Independent trailing link type,
anti-roll bar, vertical coil
springs and Girling hydraulic
dampers.

Rear: Coil springs with Girling direct-

acting dampers. Axle located
by track bar.

Steering:
Burman re-circulating ball type.

Wheels and Tyres:
15 ins. disc wheels with 64015 ins.
Goodyear tyres.

Performance:
060 m.p.h. in 94 secs.
Maximum speed 110 m.p.h.
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LE MANS AGAIN
Two months later came Le Mans, for

which Healeys prepared a single car, .
carrying their streamlining ideas even Date Event Drivers Car Results
further by !)ulldmg a n?“f coupé body April 1950 | Mille Miglia, D. Healey ‘Silverstone’ 9th class
around the lines of the original prototype. Italy G. Healey Prototype 177th overall
Panelled in aluminium on a lightweight
steel frame, the new bodywork featured a June 1950 Le Mans D. Hamilton ‘Silverstone’ 3rd class
T H A . 24 Hour Race, A. Rolt Prototype 4th overall
deep windscreen and side windows offering France (14)
exceptional visibility for a closed car.
Special attention was paid to the cooling April 1951 | Mille Miglia, D. Healey Standard body 4th class
of the brake-drums, with fresh-air scoops Iealy G. Healey (406) 30th overall
set in the front body panels.. The driving May 1951 B.R.D.C. Prod. A. Rolt Standard body 6th overall
compartment was also ventilated by an Car Race,
ingenious system of fresh-air ducting. Silverstone
Duncan Hamilton and Tony Rolt piloted = A =
the Healey for the second year running and June 1951 '?':g;s;‘yEPOPI'r:‘T R. Parnell Stand(a{g) body Retired
again they chose to take things easy for the
first few hours, letting the Jaguar, Talbot June 1951 Le Mans D. Hamilton Coupé 4th class
and Cunningham opposition set the pace. ’2:4 Hour Race, A. Rolt prototype 6th overall
Again this proved a wise policy and by ranes
midnight the Healey lay well placed, Rolt May 1952 | Mille Miglia, D. Healey Coupé Crashed
and Hamilton enjoying a comfortable and Italy G. Healey prototype
uneventful drive in the coupé. The retire- (550)
ment of the leading Talbot aqd Jaguar in L. Sohuson Aehiclass
the early hours of the morning brought W. McKenzie 7th overall
the Healey up to sixth place, improving -
to fifth when another Talbot retired shortly June 1952 | Le Mans L. Johnson Coupé Ist class
£t ds. Tanpi istently at a littl 24 Hour Race, T. Wisdom prototype 3rd overall
alterwards. Lapping consistently at a little France modified Ist British
over 90 m.p.h., the Healey even snatched as open 2nd Index
fourth place for a short time, but Rolt and (10)
Hamilton soon had to concede this position _E Cab il g Retired
to a very fast Cunningham. For the second P Veayraor:‘mus ';r‘gi;s:;’;: stire
year running the Healey had to fight every
minute of the 24 hours for its place amongst July 1952 Alpine Rally, E. Wadsworth Crashed
the leaders. This time Rolt, and Hamilton France
put up a brave fight against an Aston May 1953 | Mille Miglia J. Fitch Special bod Retired
Martin challenge, but failed by less than y Italy gl —Willday P (I540) 4
half-a-mile to hold position. The Nash- Y
Healey finished sixth overall and fourth in June 1953 e Mans L. Johnson I1th overall
the class, averaging 89.3 m.p.h. 2:::;"" Race, H. Hadley 0 I"defﬁ_
G. Cabantous Retired
FARINA STYLING P. Veyron
In February 1952 it was announced that

future Nash-Healeys would be available
with new coachwork by the Italian stylist,
Pinin Farina. The Healey was thus named these assemblies were then sent over to a sleeker line. The V-windscreen was re-
the ‘three-nation sports car’. Engines and the Farina coachworks in Turin, and placed by a one-piece curved screen and

transmissions were shipped over from Nash completed cars were finally despatched the headlamps were now incorporated in
Motors of America to Warwick for installa- back to the States. the Nash radiator grille, permitting a
tion in the British-built Healey chassis, The new Farina body gave the Healey lower bonnet-line. At the rear the flowing

wing-line was embellished with restrained
tail-fins to appeal to American buyers.
Farina later introduced a ‘Le Mans’ fixed
head coupé form of this body, but the con-

vertible coachwork remained unchanged.
From February 1952 the Farina-bodied
cars were fitted with an improved version
continued on page 13

From February 1952, the Nash-
Healeys were given a handsome new
body styled by Pinin Farina and built
at Turin. With American engine and
transmission, British chassis and
Italian bodywork, it became known
as the ‘three-nation sports car’
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